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Summarizing Guide
Step 1:
Wordless Picture Books

• There’s a storyline without exact words so students don’t have to 
fight the urge to copy.

• Students use their own words from the beginning. 
• Perfect for practice on what to use and what to leave out.
• Practice summarizing orally and in writing as a class.
• Student groups work on summarizing together.

Step 2:
Regular Picture Books

• This adds in words with the pictures.
• New skill of  sorting through the author’s words to create their 

own.
• Have more information to sort through and decide what’s 

important.
• Continue the process of  writing summaries together as a class 

first, then trying it out in groups and finally independently.
• Summaries can be oral, in pictures, in words or a combination.

Step 3:
Chapter Books 

• This piece sets students up for longer term learning. 
• Recording your thoughts in the form of  a summary after a 

chapter is a study strategy as well.
• Sets the habit of  using summarizing as a check for 

understanding and note taking.
• Summarize together after each chapter of  your read aloud.
• This is especially helpful with mysteries, stories with lots of  

characters, and non-fiction.



Check out…

Teaching Summarizing link here
Includes:
• Wordless Book List
• Mentor Text List
• Tip Sheet
• Activities
• Graphic Organizers
• A Summary Frame

Making Predictions link here
Includes:
• 2 Graphic Organizers
• 1 Mentor Text List
• 1 Questions Page for Teachers
• 1 Teaching Tips Page

Compare and Contrast Activities link here 
Includes:
• Tip Sheet
• 4 Activities
• Graphic Organizers
• Instructions and Teaching Tips

Looking for more comprehension 
strategies support?

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Summarizing-7733967
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Making-Predictions-7664434
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Compare-and-Contrast-Activities-7711263

